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As forgiven children of God, we, the Pentecost Family of Faith, are committed to show everyone Life in Christ. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

 The 2016 LCMS National Youth Gathering in New Orleans was a smashing success!  

This year I had the privilege of being one of the chaperones for our youth group, who with a 

few welcomed “interlopers” from other congregations in town, were blessed with attending our 

synod’s youth convention.  Gathered with 25,000 other youth and church leaders we flooded the 

busy streets of New Orleans with our colorful t-shirts (many of them matching) and our 

participant given back-packs to take in the sights, sounds, and especially the smells of the city. 

 Many church groups had the opportunity to take part in a “servant event” which helped a 

variety of organizations around the city.  Our group took part in a servant event helping out at a 

local grade school.  Joined with another youth group from the St Louis area we painted, helped 

categorize books, prepared bulletin boards for the upcoming school year, and organized a closet 

for gym storage.   

 The highlight for many of the youth was the mass events.  Where all 25,000 participants 

gathered in the Superdome (home of the NFL team New Orleans Saints) to sing songs, hear 

personal stories, and have the theme for that particular day explained and explored.  The overall 

theme was “In Christ Alone” but each day had a particular aspect that was highlighted: 
 

Joy – even in sorrow 

Identity – we are good enough 

Humility – we are echoes of Christ 

Community – we are all connected 

 Following the mass events the youth had the opportunity to participate in a variety of late 

night activities…from concerts to dances to comedians they had their pick of late night fun 

things to do (besides hanging out with friends at the hotel).   

There is so much more to share about our experience…and we look forward to doing so 

at our Share Dinner (date to be announced).  If you have not ordered your tickets ($20 a ticket), 

please contact Tim Hasko and let him know you are interested in attending! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Birthdays 
 

Shelly LeGath – 08/03 Mary Ann Graves – 08/19 

Gretchen Hansen-08/04 Josette Lisowski – 08/20 

Jeff Hansen – 08/04 Carrie Smukal – 08/20 

Deacon Jacob – 08/04 Quinten Lisowski 08/23 

Nadiah Ali -08/09 Pam Sinclair – 08/23 

Mike Wilkinson -08/09 Billy Wojack – 08/24 

Denise Denault  - 08/13 Robert Barclay – 08/26 

Devon Hetland – 08/13 Karen Merrill – 08/27 

Dave VanRuden – 08/14 Richard LaFave – 08/28 

Dorothy Holland – 08/15 Betty Schattner – 08/30 

Rachel VanRuden – 08/16  

Tiffany Cooper – 08/17  

Sue Johnson – 08/18 

 

 
 

 
Matt & Elizabeth Preuss – 1 year – August 1

st
  

John & Sharon Boehme – 28 years - August 6
th 

Julie & Glen Heldt – 30 years – August 16
th
  

Mike & Amanda McCray – 9 years – August 19
th
  

Ed & Bonnie Schrubbe – 53 years – August 31
st
   

 

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 

While visiting Norma Hansen, our shut-in, our Thursday 

morning Bible Class witnessed a very sleepy Norma 

“come to” as we sang spiritual songs to her.  Pretty soon 

she looked at the HOP songbook and began to sing all 

by herself – so sweet!  As more songs were being sung 

she followed along and you could see the Holy Spirit 

work through her as her eyes lit up and her whole face 

sparkled as she joined us in song.  The smile and joy 

never left her face as she thanked us and hugged us 

good-bye.  It truly was a blessing to us, but most of all to 

Norma, for the joy and peace she received from our visit. 

 

BLESSINGS! 
 

While eating outside on July 9
th
 after the service during 

our Second Saturday fellowship dinner, we experienced 

a blessing.  A fellow pulled up on Jerome Blvd. who was 

a watermelon salesman.  He kept gesturing to Pastor and 

saying, “Young man.”  As Pastor approached, he handed 

him a large watermelon to have with our supper.  Every 

day God blesses us somehow, we just have to look for 

them. – Janet Greco 

 
 

FROM THE HOSPITALITY CENTER:  Please 

accept my appreciation on behalf of our sisters and 

brothers who are alone, lonely, mentally ill, homeless 

and near homeless in Racine, for your generous gift of 

clothing and your continued support.  Your kindness 

makes a transformative difference in the lives of many 

and in the lift of the Hospitality Center.  On behalf of all 

the Hospitality Center, thank you for your on-going 

support, friendship, kindness and generosity. – Henry 

Perez 

 

FROM HALO:  I just wanted to take a moment to thank 

you for your support of HALO over the past few months. 

Whether it’s been through your generous clothing 

donations or your willingness to partner with us in 

applying to the LCMS Reformation 2017 Community 

Grant, you have remained important supporters of 

HALO over the years.  Thank you for helping to be the 

hands and feet of Christ in our community. – Andy 

Kroetz 

 

FROM TWO MEN AND A TRUCK:  We are sending 

out a huge thank you to all who donated to our Movers 

for Moms charity event!  We are so thankful to everyone 

for donating to such a wonderful cause. 

 

FROM LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS:  
Thank you for your support of Lutheran Bible 

Translators.  Your generosity helps make God’s word 

accessible to many people in their heart language. Just 

imagine their joy when they hear and fully understand 

the Gospel’s message of their salvation through our 

Redeemer, Jesus! 

 

JAN DEKEUSTER’S FUNERAL LUNCHEON: 

Thank you to all who helped with Jan DeKeuster’s 

funeral luncheon either by helping in the kitchen or 

bringing food or both. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stewardship Corner 

My Purpose 

God has created me to do him some definite service …  
I have my mission … he has not created me for naught.  
I shall do good; I shall do his work …  
I will trust him, whatever I am,  
I can never be thrown away.  
If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him,  
in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him.  
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him.  
He does nothing in vain …  
He knows what he is about.  
     ~John Henry Newman  
 
“I always wondered why somebody doesn’t do 
something. Then I realized I am somebody.”    ~Lily 
Tomlin  
“The two most important days in your life are the day 
you are born and the day you find out why.”   ~Mark 
Twain  

 

Noisy Offering Sample 

Containers 

     Have your found an idea for your Noisy Offering 
container yet? We have a few on display in the Narthex 
to give you some ideas – just make sure the top comes 
off easily when you put the money in the offering 
container, but not so easily it will fly off when we sing 
our joyful song.  
 

 
 
     We’re looking at the Sunday after Sunday School 
starts in September and would like to put the money 
toward the kitchen update - new oven/stove or whatever 
is needed there. 
     Let’s make our Noisy Offerings fill the collection 
dish to overflowing. We almost did that the first year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five Gifts from God 

Love makes our friends a little dearer.  
Joy makes our hearts a little lighter.  
Faith makes our paths a little clearer.  
Hope makes our lives a little brighter.  
Peace brings us all a little nearer.  ~Author unknown  
 
 
 

God Will Make a 

Way 

 

“After learning that his young 
nephew was killed in a car 

accident, Don Moen searched for some way to help 
bring comfort to his grieving family even as he struggled 
with his own sorrow. While reading Isaiah 43, he asked 
God to give him something that would bring hope to the 
family in the middle of a hopeless situation. As he 
prayed, the words for “God Will Make A Way,” came to 
mind. He works in ways we cannot see, He will make a 
way for me.  
     For a while, that song remained a private message for 
his family. But slowly, he began sharing it with others 
and soon found that it was a message for the whole 
church. A message to cling to when “there seems to be 
no way.” 

https://www.praisecharts.com/blog/the-story-behind-

the-song-god-will-make-a-way/ 
 
 

Thanks for your prayers. Recently 
I asked you to pray for my nephew, 
Erik Martini, who works for our 
state department and was stationed 
in Pakistan. In a recent email, my 
sister said: "FYI, Erik's plane out 
of Pakistan stopped in Istanbul on 

the way home, just two days after a terrorist attack killed 
60 people at that very airport.  A week later, the Turkish 
military took over the airport in Istanbul in an attempted 
coup. Luckily, Erik missed both events.  Your prayer 
chain may have done more good than you could have 
imagined!” As we pray for those on our prayer list, it’s 
good to hear that our prayers helped. Joyce Hasko 
      
 
 



NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 

New Orleans 2016 

 

 
Getting ready to board the bus 

 
Cooking School Participants 

 

 
 

 
 

 
5K Participants 

 

 
SELC District Photo 

 

 

 


